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1 Tr > Ar an extract? Jo extract means to draw 
th the SUMMARY OF POLITICS. out ; and the word ertract, used in the sense 
gland BaTTLeE OF ALBUERA. This again is | in which it is here used, means pieces, or 






















nent,” realled a “ Victory; nay, and a“ glorious 


ntened “victory.”’—-—-In a country, where it 1s 
ristian, possible to make any considerable number 
» Leas of persons look upon such an event in such 
ent 19 fa light, it may be thought absurd to at- 
ap the empt to place the matter in itstrue light ; 
on the ‘but, when_one views the use that is made 


of the press; when one-considers to what 
an extent the influence over that instru- 
ment is carried; when one considers how 
ialla chance the great mass of the peo- 
ble have of obtaining any true informa- 
ion ; when one considers with what bold- 
ess, with what a cool disregard of the 
ontempt of the weil informed, the venal 
riters propagate falsehood upon every 
bject, where falsehood best suits their 
urpose, and especially upon subjects 


awyel, 
somels, 
ents, as 
as rea 
juently 
ito and 
| others 
in the 
t, from 
mmons, 











they sit opnected with the war; when one con- 
) be the iders all these things, the matter for 
, search onder is, that any portion of the people 
stices of 2 common life are able to form correct 














vuse of jpinions as to what is, upon any oceasion, 
r rights bing in the countries where we are car- 
“ith the ying on war.——But, though the decep- 
Court of ons propagated through these prints 
sh those read so wide, there are stillsome people, 
5 in al pecially in the large towns, who think 


ightly ; who are not te be cheated ; and 











esquich 10 serve as the channels for conveying 
will pee th to others, a duty, by the bye, that no 
» Powtt an ought everto neglect, when he has 
tives” in his power to perform it. To such 
Earl rsons I address the remarks, which I am 
+. relort out to offer upon the Battle ef Albuera, 
-eforme the history of it has been given in our 






s-papers, having inserted» below the 
icial dispatches as published by the go- 
roment, in the London Gazette.——In 
first place, whatever may be the real 
aracter of these dispatches; whatever 
>may think of their contents; whatever 
gree of reliance we may be disposed to 
ace upon their several statements and 
njectures; we are to observe, and bear 
mind, that they are only Extracts. 
Yispatches of which the following are 
EXTRACTS.” This is what is laid be- 






















paris, drawn out, or taken out. So that we 
have here, for the information of “ the 
“< most thinking people” that Lord Stormont, 
now Earl Mansfield, ever met with, pieces 
of the dispatches relating to the battle of 
Albuera.—— What parts have been left in 
I cannot pretend to say ; but, this I will 
venture to assert, without the least fear of 
contradiction, that the pieces of the Dis- 
patches which are not published are not 
likely to contain any thing more favourable 
than those which are published ; and, that 
the chances are about ten million to one 
on the other side. In short, it is only ne- 
cessary to point out to the reader, the cir- 
cumstance of this being a publication of 
extracts only ; for, he will not want any 
thing to enlighten his mind as to what may 
be done when the publisher has the abso- 
lute power of selecting and culling para- 
graphs, sentences, and even words. What 
would any one say to a jury’s giving their 
verdict upon extracts of evidence? But, 
these remarks are quite useless. The 
reader must see through the whole of the 
matter in a moment; and, as we proceed, 
he has only to bear in mind, that we are 
remarking upon L£xrtracts of Dispatches. 
—--—We will now take a view of these 
Extracts, and see whethereven they warrant 
the appellations of Victory, and of Triumph, 
bestowed so lavishly upon the result of the 
battle in question. —— From these Extracts, 
it appears, that the Spaniards, under their 
two chief commanders, and the Portuguese, 
under several British Brigadier Generals, 
were engaged on our side. The numbers 
of the allied army are not stated by Lord 
Talavera or by Marshal Beresford, at 
which we may be allowed to express our 
disappointment, especially as the Marshal 
has told us what were the numbers of the 
enemy. He says that the Duke of Dalmatia 
(whom he calls plain Soult) bad 16 thou- 
sand men, and that he was joined by Gt- 
neral Latour Mauboorgh with five thou- 
sand men, making, in the whole, 21 thou- 
sand men. He afterwards says the enemy 
had 26,000 men. Bat, not a-syllable does 
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he say about his own numbers, though they | him .about. 100,000 men, British troops 
were certainly as easily known to him as and Portuguese “ as good as any troops in 
those of the French. Why he did not do| the world.” Or, as I before said, if these ' 
this, I shall Jeave to the reader to guess ; | men are not with our Marshal and Lord ae 
and, we will, if the reader likes it, just in- | Marshal, where are they? That is the The 
quire a Jittle for ourselves into this essen- | question that I should like to see answered, and 
tial point ; for, as to victory, what is it un- | It is useless to jostle and boggle and shufile neil 
less we speak of numbers? If six men beat | aboutjt: we are paying forall these men, and F then 
one, they do indeed gain a victory over | if they are not upon the spot with arms in D Raw 
him ; but, they will hardly, unless they | their hands, where are they ? We were told iy 
belong to a very impudent and bragging | but a few weeks ago, that Massena was ; How 
race, boast of such victory. To judge, | totally “ hors-de-combat ;” that his army | name 
then, of the character of this affair, we must | was no more; that he was now out of the Som: 
come to something like a certainty as to the | question. And, in about 20 days after this or Ww 
numbers ; remarking by the way, that the | comes the news that he has attacked our corp: 
Marshal never says, in any part of his dis- | Lord Marshal with a superior force, and, those 
patch, or, at least, in any ef the parts that | after a long battle, carried off some lun plist ¢ 
are published, that his numbers were infe- | dreds of prisoners. Oh! “ thinking peo- E stren: 
rior, or, indeed, that they were not superior, | ple,’ how long will you continue tobe mons 
to these of the French. This inquiry | the dupes of the base and venal scribes, stater 
is, too, the more necessary as our venal | who fatten upon vour credulity '——Let } Hono 
prints have, since the facts about our loss | us now, however, come to the particular BR come 
in prisoners and artillery and colours are | case before us. —The Marshal tells w battal 
come to light, been hard at work to dimi- | that the French had 21,000 men; but he to get 
nish our numbers, and thereby to deceive | does not tell us how many he had. We apd tI 
and cheat the people into hopes that have, | will, therefore, endeavour to form an ésti- this y 
perhaps, no. foundation, and, which is of | mate of his foree, since he has been so ob the fr; 
more importance, inte approbation of a| liging as to estimate that of the French for of the 
contest which may finally lead to great | our information. ——The news-paperstold ing R 
national mischief. Before we enter | us, before the battle, that the Marshal had reader 
upon our estimate of numbers in this par- | ander him 22,000 British troops and about he K 
ticular battle, let us, however, take a sort of | 20,000 Portuguese; but, we will not rely of the 
bird’s eye view of thearmies, asto numbers. | upon what they said, which was, | dare ette. 
We know very well, that, last Sum- say, for the purposes of deception ab he re 
mer, we had 30 thousand British troops in | usual. One way of estimating the had w 
Portugal, and 30 thousand Postuguese | Marshal’s force would be to take ui ebod 
traps “ as good as any in the world,” these | number of Generals and give each o ‘tes 
being the Marshal’s own words. Since} them the command of so many ™*) aid bi 
that we have sent to Lisbon more than | for, if they have not men 1 com ebrua 
$0,000 British troops; and, we have | mand, what use is there in our pays . ording 
doubled .the sum which was allowed for | many of them? The Marshal giv oted fi 
keeping up Portuguese troops, and, con- | vs no return of his generals any “aa by tha 
sequently, we ought to have 60,000 of each | than of his other people; but, be artillen 
nation, Now, these troop: have died, de- | course of his dispatch, we find or ged 1 
serted, or been killed ; or they are in being } stowing praises upon no less than 5 “ rer-ra’ 
under our Marshal and Lord Marshal. If | tish: Major Generals and 1 Germa) hem, I 
the latter, where are they? Or, rather, | jor General. Here, then, are 0° i you 
where were they at the time of the two | Six Masor‘Generats, and that, wt % rd Dr: 
Jast-battles? If the army was equally di- | will observe, exclusive of the Span ice h Dra 
vided between the Wellesley and the Be- | Why, six Major Generals are“ sth Li 
resford, then th : housand mem | i 
: ot ey had 60,000 each; and, | for an army of 120 t has Total 
if the latter had less than half, the former | more than ‘sufficient. Each of them Srd F, 
had more than 60,000 men and then what or ought to have, several Brigade the "th 7 
shall we say of his being attacked by the | him; and each Brigadier General Io this Srd Lo 
* run-away”’ Massena ; and what shall we | command. of several Battalions. re not Rah ce 
say, of the escape of Brennizr from Al- | battle I do su that there We is Bh 
meida? If, the Marshal had an army in- | less than 30 Generals of all a roe =; 
rid to the Duke of Dalmatia a our | been ee, rei fi 
F News: pe call Soult), | our ar is ys we: 
| the: Lord ‘Marshal must have had with | nerals. °We have, I should 
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| them by calculation. 


' we could come very near to the mark, 


plist and the strength of them, as that 
i strength was stated to the House of Com- 
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hundreds of Generals in our service; but, at | 


any rate, we pay them, and, if they had 
not men to command at Albuera, they 
might as wel have been at home.—— 
That they had men, there can be no doubt ; 
and, if the Marshal did not name his 
numbers, we will endeavour to come at 
If we knew what 
Regiments or Battalions he had with him, 


However, we will take all that he has 
named in his return of killed and wounded. 
Some of the corps had, perhaps, no killed 
or wounded at all, and, of course, those 
corps are not named; but, I will take 
those that are named, and | will give the 


mons in February last; and, upon which 
statement pay was voted by that. most 
} Honourable House. I, of course, cannot 
icome at the strength of the Portuguese 
‘battalions; but, we must guess at that: 
to get at the real strength of the British 
apd the Germans is the main thing; and 
this we shall do pretty nearly in spite of 
the frauds, in spite of the millions of lies, 
of the venal news-papers.——The follow- 
ing Regiments and Battalions are, a§ the 
reader will see, named in the Return of 
he Killed and Wounded, being No. IV 
of the Returns, as published in the Ga- 
ette.. All these corps, of which he gives 
he return of the killed and wounded, he 
had with him in the battle, of course. 
ebody can deny that, and therefore, 
hese we will take as their strength was 
aid before the Honourable House in 
ebruary last, and, as I said before, ac- 
iording to which strength, pay has been 
oted for them out of the people’s taxes 
by that Honourable House. ——— The 
Artillery and Engineers.I have been ob- 
ged to guess at; and whether I have 
rer-rated the numbers, or under-rated 
hem, I must leave the reader to judge. 


BritisuH. 


td Dragoon Guards ....... 
h Dragoons .....se++eeeees 
Sth Light TS sees. 
Total British Cavalry... 


Srd Foot, Ist Battalion ... 
7th - ~~ Ist and 2d Batt. 
ord se 28 Ist Batt. eeeeeerce 
7th ee Srd Batt...cces++0 1,359 
Bth ~ - - 2nd Batt......... 929 


ih = « « Peweerererersoaserte 930 


dst bai eae’ 2nd Batt, .0+++++. $24 


916 
916 
916 


805 
2,299 
805 
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oe 2nd ei. 
oe 2nd Batt eeeree eee 
“i Ist GER asentade 


34th - 
39th - 
40th - 
48th - 
57th - - 
60th - - - 5th Batt..... eat « 
66th - - - 2nd Batt......00. 
PEE MS te cndannies panabhioes 
Total British Foot........ 


929 
1,039 
1,120 
1,648 
910 
1,059 
718 
720 
16,094 


GERMANS. 


888 
888 


Ist Light Battalion,.....++.. 
2nd Do, ecicccarenpssveccoces 


British Artillery Drivers 
German Artillery........0.0+ eee 
ENSINGEFS..cccocccvcccsecesysessees 


British agen} 


Deduct -for deaths, deser- 
tions, sickness, &c. since the 
month of February, being one 
Jifth of the strength of the above 
MamMed COLpsS,..cereececeeseereveees 


Total British and Germans a 


i ee | eee 


Now, I should be glad to know what any 
venal man could say against the fairness 
of this estimate. That I have taken the 
numbers as returned to the Honourable 
House on the 20th of February last cannot 
be denied. It cannot be denied, that 
that Honourable House have voted pay 
for these corps agreeably to those numbers ; 
and, therefore, to suppose that the men 
were not in existence is to suppose that the 
money would be misapplied. Atanyrate, 
we were paying for these men. And, in- 
deed, there can be little doubt of their 


| having actually been present in the battle, 


except such of them as may have died or 
deserted since February; and, for these © 
casualties, I have made a pretty liberal al- 
lowance in deducting one man out of every 
five.——~As to the Artillery and Drivers 
and Engineers ; we do not pay for much 
less than forty thousand altogether, and, 
perhaps, 15 or 20 thousand horses; so 
that, if there were not 3,500 present at a 
battle like this, what are they kept for ? In- 
deed, there is every reason to suppose that 
there were more than 3,500, when we > 
consider that our army was just beginning 
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the siege of a strongly fortified town.—— 
To me, therefore, it appears very evident, 


that there could not have been less than 
20,155 British and German troops in this 
battle. The Spaniards could hardly have 
been under 12 or 14 thousand; for, we 
find them forming the right wing of the 
army and in ¢wo lines; and, the Portu- 
guese, who do not appear to have had 
much to do in the battle, but who made 
part of the force, and are known to be “ as 
** good as any troops in the world,” could 
not be less in number than the British ; or, 
at least, what reason is there to suppose 
that they were? For again I ask, where 
were they, if they were not at that battle ? 
We, the people of this kingdom, are pay- 
ing for an army of 60,000 Portuguese, 
paid and kept in all respects like British 
troops. The reader knows, that the Ho- 
nourable House long ago voted 2 millions 
ef pounds for the Portuguese army this 
year. Now, observe, that 141,000 British 
Infantry cost us in a year £. 4,245,669 ; 
and, if the reader will be at the pains 
to make the calculation, he will find, 
that, at this rate, 60,000 men cost us 
£. 1,807,944 So that, forthe £. 2,000,000 
we ought to have more than 60,000 Por- 
tuguese for the whole year; and, observe, 
always effective ; always in existence; al- 
ways, as Mr. Villiers said, actually in sol- 
diers cloaths Well, then, my friends 
and countrymen of this « most thinking,” 
nation, were could our 60,000 Portuguese 
soldiers be, if there were nota good 20,000 
of them at this battle? The money was long 
ago voted ; and, surely, the men ought to 
he forth-coming; and, if ever forth-coming 
that day was the day. Yo do them 
fences however, they appear from the 
ispatches (I beg pardon, { mean Extracts) 
to have been there in great numbers; for 
mention is frequently made of the deeds of 
valour and sagacity of those who com- 
manded them; and, of course, the men 
themselves must have been these,—— 
Upon a review of what has been said, 
the reader will, I should think, have no 
doubt that our Marshal must have had 
hearly 40 thousand men in the field exclu- 
sive Of Spaniards, and that, in the whole, 
there were not opposed to Dalmatia less 
than 50,000 men at the very lowest. In- 
deed, from all that I have seen, I am con- 
vinced, that the French commander thade 
little or no account of any bat the British 
troops; and, supposing i 
for them, he marched to the attack with 


little apprehension of failure.——Such is 
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my estimate of numbers ; and J am satis. 
fied, that it will be very difficult for any 
one to show, that I have estimated unfairly, 

Let us now look a little at the resi 
of the battle. ——We are’ said to have kept 
our ground. How! The enemy found us 
besieging a town, and he compelled us to 
raise that siege for atime at least. But, 
he retreated. He went back the way he 
came. And so does a sallying party; 
but it does not follow that such party is 
not successful. That Dalmatia attacked our 
army with greatly inferior numbers is mani. 
fest. He might exceed us in Cavalry ; but 
as to general force he must have been 
much inferior; and that he mauled us 
pretty decently we have the proof in the 
list of killed and wounded. It is said, that 
dead meh tell no tales; but, the lists of 
dead men tell tales, and such tales too as 
require all the powers of even our venil 
press to hush to silence. But, there is one 
description of men who blab more, and tell 
more ugly tales than either killed ot 
wounded, and these are the missing ; that 
is to say, those who either desert to the 
enemy during the battle, or who ar 
taken prisoners by him; for, in a sot 
where you keep the ground you BN 
on, you cannot lose any of gto 
from wandering. Now, In eel: 
there were a good many of these bla) eet 
and the reader may assure himsell, t ; 
their number has not been oR 
either by the author of the Dispatches, f 
by those who have treated us with “ee 
from them. This is a capital “a 
ration. This making of eer 
great feature in a battle, and, it oy pe 
the best criterion of real ova Are 
army is said to have made some Pe Nor 
too. We have taken,” says | sts!” 
shal, “ from 900 to 1,000 priso 7 
Why not tell us exactly how oe the snide 
not regale our longing ears WI he Lor 
of the officers taken? ) 
Marshal, in his dispatch, 
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«900 and 1,000 WOUN De 
" ground.” Our prisoners are the ¥ 
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men; then, who were unable to La vit 
keep up with the army ! Our ae office 
say, that we have found ma Ye dead; 
and several generals nage rake amy 
but, we have not had the luc 


: “ho are, : 
of them alive. The French, ig as hav 


these venal scribes, represeO” 2 aii 
been covered with disgrace, ee cart 
their prisoners of; they ot officers # 
them away ; and they have 
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_ numbers too so greatly superior. 
» venal prints fave stated the British and 
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well as men. The prisoners they have 
taken form a list : 


Majors 

Captains 
Lieutenants 
EMSigns coccccceccccveecoeees 
Serjeants coececcerseeees 
TE “cininaidichcestdeus 
Rank and File.......cscce.e032 


acti — © =~ 


~ 


58 


© 


Here is a good half of a Battalion of Bri- 
tish and German troops. Here are officers 
of all ranks under a Lieutenant Colonel. 
When have we seen such a list of French 
oflicers taken? And, if we lose officers 


and men thus, when we are triumphant, 


when we gain victories, and even glorious 
victories, what have we to expect in cases 
of defeat ? We shall hear what the 


| French will say, in their account of this 
© battle; but, I think we may.anticipate no 
small boastings at this circumstance of 
| having carried off so many officers and 
> men from a field where they were com- 


pelled to yield to superior numbers, and 
Our 


German force at 8,000 men. How false 


© this must be I have shown; but, if it were 
true, what a fact would it be, when viewed 
in conjunction with this statement of miss- 


ing? If it were true, that there were in 


© the battle only 8,000 British and German 


troops, then the world would have to note 
down, that the French carried ONE 


THIRTEENTH part of the whole of them 


off prisoners from the field of battle! The 
venal newspapers confess (by way, I sup- 
pose, of being beforehand withthe French), 
that two of our regiments had their colours 
taken from them and carried off. But, this 
isno matter. The fact, that one thirteenth 
part of the whole of the British and Ger- 
man troops were taken alive and carried 
off bodily out of the field of battle would 
be suth a fact as would beggar all the 
others that could be mentioned. It would 
be in vain to talk after that; in vain for 
the Times te exclaim: “ Gallant hearts! 
“ the tears that fall from the eyes of rela- 
“tives in England are not the only ones 
* that will be shed for the heroes of this 
“day!” in vain for the same paper to 
ask, “ what is a greater proof of discomfi- 
“ture than their abandoning their wound- 
“ed;’’ in yain for the Courter to talk 


about the enemy’s “ choosing his place of 
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“ attack,”’ when it is notorious that he 
came to the spot where our army lay; ia 
vain for the same print to tell us, that 
‘now the nations of the Continent will no 
« longer believe in French invincibility 5” 
in vain for this print to trump up the story 
that the two colours said to have been lost 
were taken one from an Ensign who re- 
fused to accept of life on the condition of 
surrender, and the other from an Ensign, 
who, being wounded, and on the ground, 
had tore them from the staff and secreted 
them in As bosom. In vain for them to 
attempt any such means; for, if they 
continue to assert, that the Marshal had 
but 8,000 British and German troops, we 
and all the world know, from his own ac- 
count, that the enemy took away one 
thirteenth part of the whole of them; ac- 
tually took them off out of the field of battle, 
and that, amongst the prisoners, were no 
less than fifieen Commissioned Officers; and, 
this fact is quite sufficient to fix the cha- 
racter of the battle. No man will ask for 
any thing more. No mau that once hears 
this fact will ever ask who gained the day. 
Lheretore, these attempts so much to 
lower the number of our own army makes 
against the character of what these same 
persons choose to boast of; for, no hu- 
man creature will ever believe, that 
the French, who were able to carry off 
half a battalion of our men, did not retire 
before a greatly superior force upon the 
whole. There is, too, not a word said 
about the loss of the Spaniards. The 
Marshal says he is unable to state ¢heir 
loss. And yet, one would suppose, that 
it was full as easy for him to state ¢hat as 
to state the loss of the French, all about 
which he is very circumstantial. The 
probability is, that the French may have 
carried off some of the Spaniards too, 
Nay, there is, perhaps, more than a pro- 
bability of it. And, what a thing, then, 
is this to boast of! What an event is bere 
toexcite new hopes of the deliverance of ku- 
rope !—The circumstance of our chief an- 
noyance having proceeded fromthe Polish 
troups is also worthy-of particular notice ; 
for, as this “ thinking people” can hardly 
have forgotten, the Polish troops were 
said all to have revelted last year against 
their French officers. hese Polish 
troops had, however, singular advantages, 
it seems, the thickness of the atmosphere was 
in their favour; and they were mistaken 
for Spanish horse. This is very strange, 
and will, 1 imagine, plead but very feebly 
in palliation of our wonderful loss in pri- 
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soners. The Marshal says, that Soult 
(Duke of Dalmatia) has retired with “a 
‘tarnished reputation ;’ and the Times 
news-paper says, that the “proof of bis 
« discomfiture is, that he left. his wounded at 
«the place of his retreat”’——This paper 
has recently become devoted to the Wel- 
lesleys. But, did the writer perceive 
what his argument might lead to? Did he 
recollect, that we boasted of a Victory at 
Talavera; nay that we fired Park and 
‘Tower guns; and, what 1s more, gave 
Parliamentary Thanks, two Titles, and a 
pension of 3,000/. a year for three genera- 
tions, to himwho left his sick and wounded 
at that very Talavera’? Did this newly- 
converted writer remember that? If he 
did, he would hardly have assumed, that 
the fact of the Duke of Dalmatia having 
left some of his wounded behind him at 
Albuera was a proof of his discomiiture. 
-——Some of the papers of to-day state, 
that the Duke of Dalmatia has issued 
Thanks to his Army for the valour which 
enabled him to obtain so signal a victory ; 
and, itis added, that he boasts of having 
taken three pair of colours, several guns, and 
a great number of prisoners, and that the 
colours will be sent to Paris.——How 
such a story as this comes to be afloat 
I leave the reader to guess. The Duke of 
Dalmatia had hardly sent his orders to our 
camp. How, then, could this be known 
otherwise than from conjecture; and tothat 
Conjecture what could give rise? Let 
us now, however,wait forthe Frenchaccount. 
*‘ Hear both sides” is an old and good 
maxim, and one side we have heard. 
We know that a howitzer was taken from 
us. What was taken from the Spaniards 
we have not been told; but, I, at present, 
see no reason to doubt the fact of the 
French having taken “ several guns.’ 
There really is about this victory some- 
thing more marvellous than about any 
other that I ever before heard of. It would 
seem to, have been a sort of coup-de-main 
on the part of the French. They seem to 
have rushed forward and killed and car- 























ried off a great part of their opponents 


Without any serious design to remain upon 
the ground, and without supposing it pos- 
sible to remain there. We are told by 
our news-papers, that the French were 
superior én artillery ; and this, too, you will 
observe,‘though they had come about ¢@ 
hundred miles to the atzack. Good heavens 
what people these French must be! We 
Were, too, setting about a regular siege. 
We ought to have had some artillery there. 
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We had long been collecting stores toce. | sti 
ther for this siege; and, while this | pu 
going on, the French start out at 100 miles | wh 
distance, and bring up to our Very noses a rou 
superior astillery !——~Now, then, reader ; my 
look back over all that we have been my B as! 
marking on; and say, whether there js ) our 
any ground for hope, that we shall be able ip Fon 
drive the French out of the Peninsula; and, p his 
observe, 1f we do not, all this expence in hew 
life as well as in money is lost. To meit and 
has long appeared, that the true policy of dite 
Napoleon was to incite us to waste our of | 
force in that country. A war there which — 
occupies all our attention, and draws off tos 
every man and every pound of food that we tug: 
can raise, serves him surprizingly, while he an 
is settling the northern part of his Empire sula 
to his liking, and building ships in all his lanc 
arsenals. A reinforcement of !0 or 20 Coe 
thousand men sent from France twice a not, 
year, will feed the war in Spain and Por- sales 
tugal without absolutely disheartening the = 
people of England. Such “ victories’ a ae 
we have recently gained seem to me tobe sa 
the very things that suit him. We are ail 
thereby induced to hasten off more troops, : 
and consequently more money. The war S 
in the Peninsula has come to supply the 
place of all others. It leaves France i 7 
perfect tranquillity, and, at the same time, , 
gives us full occupation. There are only 
three sufferers; England, Spain, and Po | Reso 
tugal. The French empire does not tase 4 
of the war, which affects it in so trifling a 
degree as for the people to ~ ale T 
most all the advantages of peace. ciel 
feel no alarms; ihey are in no “ criss, abet: 
they merely fear of the war in . in P 
and Portugal as we do of the enil subje 
wars in the East-Indies, to which "' beats pect 
some resemblance; it is with them 4 ‘Adm 
matter of curiosity rather than of = Th 
cern. How difierent is it with rid are unles 
look upon this war, and, indeed, oor not o 
told to consider it, as a war for ou! es evers 
ence; our eyes are constantly 3 ng ‘ment 
stretch towards Lisbon; we wish for, -— 
2 very pac et 
yet we fear, the arrival of every ait safe | 
boat ; at the most trifling succes* rejoice be ob 
the escape from overthrow, a uneqt 
without moderation, and yet, mf", the p 
of our exultation, our hearts a "jose Th 
that, in the end, we shall sar ‘er, the v 
in the hands of our enemy.——*© of Ce 







not this the ¢ruth ? Is not this ovr wr 
truly painted ? Such, then, is “a fe 
which we have arrived at the © of 
eighteen years of Anti-Jacobin W2"> 4 
war for the “deliverance of Europ’, 
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still are there men to cheer us on in this 
pursuit. The cause of the exultations 
which, upon occasions like this, we hear, is, 
our general dread of the power of the ene- 
my. We imagine, that these “ victories,” 
as they are called, tend to keep him from 
our doors ; withoutreflecting, that hecarries 





on the war against us with a tenth part of 


his force, that he makes the seat of war 
maintain his armies, and that he exhausts 
and enfeebles us against the day of his me- 
ditated attack, taking into yiew the state 
of our internal affairs, and especially the 
state of our paper-moncy. It is in his power 
to send 200,000 men into Spain and’ Por- 
tugal; but it is not yet his interest to do 
it. His object isto make use of the Penin- 
sula as a drain of the resources of Eng- 
' land; and, at the rate we are now pro- 
' ceeding, a more effectual drain could 
) not, surely, have been imagined. Such 
> is my view of this matter ; and, though it 
| may tend to check the exultation of my 
» countrymen, I am sure it is less likely to 
» Jead them into mischievous error than the 
sanguine expectations encouraged by the 
) writings of the venal journalists. 

W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

7th June, 1811. 












PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


| Resolutions of the Livery of Lendon, passed 
30th May, 1811.—Smitu, Mayor. 


(Concluded from page 1408.) 


That we agree with Mr. Pitt, whose 
words were exemplified in his own Ad- 
ministration, “ That without a Reformation 
in Parliament, neither the liberty of the 
subject can be preserved, nor can we ex: 
‘pect to have a virtuous or disinterested 
Administration.” 

That we agree with Mr. Fox, “ That 
unless there is an entire radical Reform, 
‘Not only in the House of Commons, but ia 
every branch of the Executive Govern- 
ment, there is no chance for this country 
to enjoy any blessing, or even to remain 
safe long ; and that this Reform can never 
be obtained, unless there is a general and 
unequivocal expression in its favour by 
the people at large.” 

That we agree with Mr. Burke, « That 
the virtue, spirit, and essence of a House 
of Commons consists in its being the ex- 
— image of the feelings of the nation. 
t is not instituted to be a control upon 
the People, as of late it has been tavghuby 
a doctrine of the most pernicious nature 
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and tendency; it was intended as a con- 
trol for the People.” 

That agreeing, as we do, with the above 
authorities, as well as the concurrent opi- 
nions of the greatest Lawyers, Historians, 
and Statesmen, which might be adduced; 
and observing, as we have done, the daily 
and lamentable departure from the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution—the rapid and 
unceasing progress of overwhelming influ~ 
ence and corruption, which threaten its 
overthrow—it is with the highest satisfac- 
tion, we see a considerable number of the 
most respectable characters in rank, ta- 
lents, and property, now standing forward 
to endeavour to remove these formidable 
evils, and to restore the ConStitution to its 
true principles, by a Reform in the Re- 
presentation of the People in Parliament, 

That we do therefore highly approve of 
the Vote of the last Court of Common 
Council, and do hereby concur with them 
in granting the use of the Guildhall on the 
3d of June next, for the purpose of hold- 
| ing a General Meeting of the Friends of 
| Parliamentary Reform. 

That without attaching improper mo- 
tives to such of our fellow citizens as may 
have been misled by the misrepresenta- 
tions and unfounded calumnies of imterest- 
ed, designing, and unprincipled Jobbers, 
| Contractors, and Placemen, who have 
| long fed, and still hope to feed, upon our 
taxes, we cannot sufficiently reprobate 
their base: attempts to divert the public 
mind from this great national question, to 
sow the seeds of dissension, and by every 
possible means to excite, whilst, at the 
same time, they hypocritically express 
their apprehension of, tumult and alarm. 

Resoived,—That a Deputation of Livery- 
men be now appointed to present the Re- 
solutions of this day to the Court of Com- 
/mon Council on Friday next, requesting 
| their concurrence therein, as well as their 
co-operation with the Livery of London, 
in their endeavours to obtam a Reform in 
the Representation of the People in Par- 
lament. 

Resulved,—--That Messrs. Biliinge, 
Bromly, Blackett, Cole, Esce, Thorpe, 











| Bedder, Bumsted, Scot, Peacock, Steven- 


son, Pearson, Rosser, Stooks, Pickard, 
Manning, Piper, Littell, Banks, Wort, and 
Letts, be the said Deputation. 
Resolved Unanimousiy,—-That the 
thanks of this Common Hall be given to 
the Kighv Hon. the Lord Mayor, for his 
upright and impartial conduct on all oc- 
casions, and particularly for the firm an 
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indeptndent manner in which he has, in the 
present instance, resisted all attempts to 


in the exercise of his 
W ooDTHORPE. 


intimidate him 


duty. 





Smitu, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the 
Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
London, on Priday, the 51st of May, 1811. 
—The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor in- 
formed the Court, that he had convened 
them together this day, in consequence of 


‘arequisition he had received from a great 


number of .respectable Members of this 
Court, which was read. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor laid 
before this Court a copy of sundry Reso- 
lutions of an Especial Court of Aldermen, 
agreed to on the 29th inst. in relation to 
a Public Meeting of the Friends of Parlia- 
mentary Reform being holden in the 
Guildhall of this City, on Monday, the 3d 
day of June next, which were read. 

The Deputation of the Liverymen of 
London, appointed at the Common Hall 
holden yesterday in the Guildhall of this 
City, attended at the Bar of this Court, 
and presented sundry Resolutions agreed 
to in the said Common Hall, which were 
read, and ordered to be entered on the 
Journals. ' 

The Memorial of Sir John Throckmor- 
ton, Baronet, Chairman of the Committee 
of the Friends of Parliamentary Reform, 
in relation to postponing the public Meet- 
ing of the Friends of Parliamentary Re- 
form from the 3d to the 10th day of June, 
pay day presented unto this Court and 
read. 

The humble Petition of a great number 
of Liverymen of the City of London, 
against granting the use of Guildhall for 
a public Meeting of the Friends of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, to be holden onthe 3dday 
of June next, was this day presented unto 
this Court and read, 

A Motion being made, and Question 
proposed, that the Prayer of the said Pe- 
tition of the Liverymen be complied with, 
and that the Resolution of this Court of the 
22d inst. granting the use of the Guildhall 
for a public Meeting of the Friends of 
Parliamentary Reform, be ‘rescinded ac- 
cordingly ; 


An Amendment was moved b leaving. 


out all the words after the first word 
“ That,” and substituting the following in 
lieu thereof;—“In an Address to his 
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Royal Highness the Prince Regent, agreed 
toon the 7th of February last, this Court 
did express the following sentiments, viz 
‘Numerous other grievances we forbear 
even to mention, but there is one so pros 
minent in the odiousness of its nature, 
as well as in the magnitude of its mis. 
chievous consequences, that we are un 
able to refrain from marking it out as a 
particular object of our complaint, and of 
your Royal Highness’s virtuous abhorrence 
of the present Representation in the Com. 
mons House of Parliament—a reaiy in- 
strument in the hands of the Minister for 
the time being, whether for the purpose of 
multiplying the just prerogatives of the 
Crown, or insulting and oppressing the 
people ; and a Reform in which is there: 
fore absolutely necessary for the safety of 
the crown, the happiness of the people, 
and the peace and independence of the 
country. 

« That on other occasions similar sen- 
timents have been decidedly expressed by 
this Court.’ 

«That so far from this Court expe- 
riencing any change in these sentiments, 
it is at this moment more strongly (thanat 
any former period) impressed with the 
justice and truth of them, and doth there- 
fore concur in the Resolutions of the L- 
very of London in Common Hall assem 
bled, presented this day to this Court, ex 
pressing at the same time its ogee 
determination to persevere by all lega 
and Constitutional means in obtaining 2 
efficient Reform in the Commons How 
of Parliament.’ And on the question be- 
ing put, the Lord Mayor declared rr 
same to be carried in the negative ; 4" j 
division being demanded, and ite 
there appeared 4 Aldermen, and 74 on 
moners, besides the 2 Tellers, for ~s ss 
mative ; and 13 Aldermen, and 104 - 
moners, besides the 2 Tellers, for the -< 
tive—whereupon the same was rt 0 
thenegative,—then the main question a 
put, “ That the Prayerof thesaid ante ha 
the Liverymen be complied with, 7 094 
the Resolation of this Court of rsh 
instant, granting the use of the Gull’ 

7 4 ng A Friends 
for a Public Meeting of the * aed 8 
Parliamentary Reform, be per in ie 
cordingly,” the same was resolve 
affirmative. eedings be 

‘Ordered, that the above ee publ shed 
signed by the Town Clerk, a0 1 Bvenité 
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© ceived from Marshal Sir W. Beresford 


f reported Marshal Soult. had broken up 
© from Seville about the 10th, and had ad- 
P vanced towards Estremadura, notwith- 
) standing the reports which had been pre- 

> viously received that he was busily occu- 
> pied in strengthening Seville and the ap- 
© proaches to that city by works; and that 
» all his measures indicated an intention to 
remain on the defensive in Andalusia.— 

> I therefore set out on the following morn- 


' ceived further information of the 14th, 
> my’s movements, I hastened my progress, 


_ that Sir William Beresford had raised the 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


PortuGaL.—Tue War.—London Gazette | 
Extraordinary. Monday, June 3, 1811. 


Downing Street, June 2, 1811.— Dispatches, 
of which the foilowing are Extracts, have 
been this day received by the Earl of 
Liverpool, addressed to his Lordship by | 
Liecutenant-General Viscount Wellington, 
dated Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 


. 
On the night of the 15th instant I re- 





letters of the 12th and 13th inst. which 


‘ing from Villa Fermosa; and having re- 
from Sir William Beresford, of the ene- 
and arrived here on the 19th, and found 


| siege of Badajoz, without the loss of ord- 

nance or stores of any description; and 
‘collected the troops under his command, 
pand had formed a junction with Generals 
Castanos and Biake at Albuera, in the 
course of the {5th instant.—He was 
attacked there on the 16th by the French 
army under the command of Marshal 
Soult; and after a most severe engage- 
ment, in which all the troops conducted 
themselves in the most gallant manner, Sir 
William Beresford gained the Victory. 
The enemy retired in the night of the 17th, 
leaving between 900 and 1,000 wounded 
on the ground.—Sir William Beresford 
sent the allied cavairy after them ; and 
on the 19th, in the morning, reinvested 
Badajoz.—I enclose reports of Sir William 
Beresford, of the 16th and 18th inst. on the 
Operations of the siege to the moment of 
faising it, and on the battle at Albuera ; 
and I beg to draw your Lordship’s atten- 
Aion to the ability, the firmness, and the 
gallantry manifested by marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford throughout the transactions 
on which be bas writtea. Iwill add no- 
thing to what he has said of the conduct 
ofall the officers and troops, excepting to 
xpress my admiration of it, and my cor- 





tial coneurrence in the favourable reports 
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by Sir William Beresford of the good con- 
duct of all.—All has remained quiet in 
Castile since I quitted that part of the 
country.— Tbe battalions of the 9¢h corps, 
belonging to reginents serving in the 
Corps d’Armée in Andalusia, had marched 
from Salamanca on or about the i5ib, and 
went towards Avila, and were to come by 
Madrid.—I send this dispatch by Major 
(Lieutenant-Colonel) Arbuthnot, the Se- 


| cretary of Marshal Sir William Beresford, 


who was present inthe battle of Albuera, 
and can give your Lordship any further 
information you can require; and I beg 
leaye to recommend him to your Lordship. 


Extract of a Letter from Marshal Beresford 
to Lord Wellington, datcd Albuera, May 
16, 1811. 


In conform;ty to your Lordship’s in- 
structions given to me on the 24th ultimo, 
in consequence of the then siate of the 
weather, and our means of communica- 
tion across the Guadiana having been 
destroyed by the sudden flooding of ‘that 
river, and leaying my cayalry in Zafra, 
Los Santos, and Villa Franca, | placed the 
infantry with its head at Almandralejo, 
Azuechal, end Villa Alva, where were the 
divisionsof Major-General the Honourable 
William Stewart and Major-General Ha- 
milton; and the Honourable Major-Ge- 
neral Cojle’s division with Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Madden’s brigade of cavalry in Me- 
rida, the infantry brigade of it commanded 
by Brigadier-General Kemmis, and that 
was intended for the attack of Fort Saint 
Christoval, at Montejo, and the light bri- 
gade German Legion under Major-General 
Baron Alten, at Talavera Real, leaving the 
light battalion L. L. Legion in Oliyenea, 
during the period of waiting the fall of 
the water of the Guadiana, and the re- 
establishment of our bridge, it being of 
considerable importance to push the enemy 
from us as far as possible during the siege, 
as he had on our obliging him to retire 
from Lieranato Guadalcanal held the Jatter 
place.—I directed a small column of two 
thousand men composed of the Ist brigade 
2d division, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel-Colborne, with two squadrons 
of cavalry and two Spanish four- pounders, 
to proceed from Almandralejo, by Ribera 
and Maguilla to Azuaga to threaten bis 


right, sending at the same time four squad- - 


rons of cavalry from Irigadier4General 
Long at Villa Franca to Lierana, to —_ 
port the Count de Penne Villamur, whe 
was then with the Spanish cavalry of Ge- 
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4 3 i y neral Castano’s corps, to make him fear an the Grenadiers of the 17th regiment par- 
beh ae attack in front, and General Ballasteros | ticularly distinguished themselves by = 
art ae) bi went from Monasterio to Montemolin to | charging the enemy, headed by Colonel nee 
Rie iki threaten his left. These manceuvres had | Turner; the detachment suffered the loss a 
“a a the desired effect; as soon as the enemy | as per Return No. 1.—On the 8th, Lieu. Kg 
barat a? saw the advance of Lieutenant-Colonel | tenant-Colonel Fletcher, to protect the : . 

ee an ee Colborne near Azuaga, where he had five | further approaches, constructed batieries : wie 
| poet aes hundred infantry and three hundred ca- | against the Pardalleiras and Piquerino, on ] na 
fe Wa tea valry, he abandoned precipitately the | the heights commanding them, though at mn 
hae see: place, and retired to Guadalcanal, which | a considerable distance; and Captain : a 
COE eG a place the General Latour Maubourg with | Squire whom the Lieutenant-Colone! had mo 
bt ges ee the 5th corps quitted in two hours after | sent to superintend the works intended to © the 
2 EPR the arrival of this detachment, and at eleven | be erected against St. Cristoval, began his mat 
TAL. Ae o’clock at night retired near to Constan- | operations on the 8th. The breaking i qua 
et tino. Lieutenant-Colonel Colborne per- | ground on that side immediately caused E Son 
ee Chae formed this service in a most judicious great jealousy to the enemy, and he op- a 
ae tal and handsome manner.—The weather hav- | posed it by a most heavy fire of shot and a pein 
ea ing been some time fine, and the waters | shell, and on the morning of the 10th, he eed 
i, ER: bbe ef the Guadiana having subsided, and de a sortie against the battery con- end 
pee our preparations having by Lieutenant | structing, with about. twelve hundred D ness 
DS pede Colonel Fletcher’s activity been nearly | men, being within five hundred yards of ee beer 
Ota 0 iia a completed for the siege of Badajoz, onthe | the place. He soon reached the battery, me ertic 
by we 3rd of May I sent three brigades of infan- | and it having of the covering party al. the | 
a Regs try, a brigade of six pounders, and two | lotted to it, only one light infantry com- © the, 
Se CieiRe: squadrons of cavalry, under the orders of | pany in it, the enemy got possession of It, © the « 
rE, hve Major General the Honourable William | but had it not for two minutes, as the i Gen 
qa Stewart, to invest more close Badajoz, on | whole of the covering party that was close vine 
aa tha the south of the River, which he performed | to the battery on the slope of the lil  tivit: 
fg bs with his usual zeal and attention on the | immediately seized their arms and drove S welf 
a Re 4th. On the 6th instant, I directed the | the enemy back with considerable loss '0 wea 
i¢] a! ia march of the remaining divisions on Ba- | him, but I regret to say ours on this occ Bend} 
nee ey dajoz, one by Albuera, the other by Tala- | sion must have been considerably greater igeth 
a Cee vera, leaving the cavalry as before | from our troops having exposed them in fi 
FE cer bs laced. On the 7th I came before Bada- | selves to the shot and shell of the town pelse 

i Be joz with these divisions. General Casta- | and fort of Saint Cristoval, and the aa — 
set oe nos furnished also to co-operate in the | quetry from this latter.—I annex '™ Leite 
yee siege 2,000 men, under the command | return of our loss on this day, and in it mer) 
tees of Brigadier Don Carlos D’Espagne. On | have to lament being deprived of the se rema 
H See the Sth I directed the brigade of Briga- | vices of Colonel Turner, who in the very visio 
\ hice | dier-General Kemmis, which had been | short time he had been in the Portogees eG. 
| i a previously placed on the Chebora, to pro- | service, had given me the greatest ® H neral 
I ee ceed to the Torre of St. Ingracia, about | faction, and in these two days, the “ to jo 
BYaiteds two miles from Badajoz, on the Campo | censpicuous proofs of his “ore the ¢ 

‘hy Ua Maior Road, and to be joined there by the | annex the returns of our further me about 

i 17th Portuguese regiment, two squadrons | men on the respective days that our rhe made 

\ of cavalry, and four six-pounders from | tions against Badajoz continued, we rags 

Elvas ; tie force to meet at three o’clock | Honourable Major-General Lumley te the « 

in the morning, and the whole to be placed | ports on the circumstances an “a ni tape: 

under the orders of the Honourable Major- | quences of the enemy’s sorties. eral Y B, 

General William Lumley, to invest the | 12th I received information from “Geri whi : 

north side, and to attack Fort St. Cristo- | Blake that Marshal Soult had nt iten C 

val. By some accident to the bearer of | on the 10th, and with the avowe id singe 

the orders to Brigadier-General Kemmis, | tion of coming to Badajoz, his force mA 

the Officer did not arrive at his post till | to be fifteen thousand mep ; Soul 

nine o’clock, the Honourable Major-Gen. | Latour Maubourg bad _ already, Ica x” 

Lumley on the approach of the light com- | moved upon and occupied on Count My 

panies Of the brigade, advancing towards | and Llerena, from which places ' , ed t0 Ps ; 

the town, with the force he brought from | de Penne Villamur had been “ eon catin 

Elvas, the Garrison made a sortie upon it, | retire. As General Blake had _ pa ad § 

but was immediately drove back, and | to Frejenal, and General Ballaster y 
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Monasterio had pushed his advances 

within a league of Seville, I could not 

judge if this advance of Marshal Soult 

was merely to oblige these Generals 

to retire, and leave him undisturbed in 

Seville, or really as it was given out to be, 

against me, and with the object of raising 

the siege of Badajoz, and therefore con- 
' tinued my operations against the place, 
until the further advance of Soult should 
more clearly determine this point; but in 
| the middle of the night I received infor- 
> mation from General Blake and other 
© quarters of the rapid advance of Marshal 

Soult, and which left no doubt as to his 
> inientions. 1 immediately sent to sus- 
> pend operations against Badajoz, and to 
= commence to remove to Elvas our guns 
' and stores, which unfortunately had been 
© nearly completed to what would have 

' been wanted for the siege. By great ex- 
_ertions of Lieutenant-Coionel Fletcher of 
© the Royal Engineers, and Major Dixon of 
» the Artillery, every thing was removed on 

the evening of the 15th. To Lieutenant- 
| General Leite’s (the Governor of the pro- 
» vince of Alemtejo) zeal and unwearied ac- 
> tivity in whatever regards the service and 
_ welfare of his country, it is but justto say, 
'we are on all occasions much indebted; 
}and particularly on this in the getting to- 
gether the transports necessary to us, and 
Hin furnishing and forwarding whatever 
Felse could be useful. I seize with plea- 
sure this opportunity of giving to General 
Leite that praise which he has ever so fully 
merited. Ihad been obliged to cover the 
removal! of the stores, &c. to leave the di- 
vision of Major General the Honourable 
G. L. Cole before Badajoz. Major-Ge- 
neral Cole marched from before Badajoz 
to join the army here at two o’clock on 
the morning of the 16th; and arrived at 
about half an hour before the enemy 
made his attack. I have, however, the 
satisfaction to inform your Lordship that 
the enemy cannot boast of having gota 
particle of our stores; they were all safe- 
ly lodged in Elvas, and with the exception 
of Brigadier-General Kemmis’s brigade, 
which was on the North side of the 
Guadiana, our troops were all united on 
the morning of the 16th, to meet the at- 


tack and oppose the march of Marshal 
Soult. 


My Lord,  § Albuera, 18th May, 1811. 
1 have infinite satisfaction in communi- 
cating to your Lordship, that the allied 
army united here under my orders, ob- 
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tained on the 16th inst. after a most san- 
guinary contest, a complete victory over 
that of the enemy, commanded by Mar- 
shal Soult ; and I shall proceed to relate 
to your Lordship the circumstances.—In a 
former report I have informed your Lord- 
ship of the advance of Marshal Soult from 
Seville, and I had in consequence judged 
it wise, entirely to raise the siege of Bada- 
joz, and prepare to meet him with our 
united forces, rather than by looking to 
two objects at once, to risk the loss of 
both. Marshal Soult, it appears, had been 
long straining every nerve to collect aforce 
which he thought fully sufficient to his ob- 
ject for the relief of Badajoz, and for this 
purpose he had drawn considerable num- 
bers from the corps of Marshal Victor and 
General Sebastiani, and also I believe from 
the French army of the centre. Having 
thus completed his preparations, he march- 
ed from Seville on the 10th instant, with a 
corps then estimated at fifteen or sixteen 
thousand men, and was joined on descend- 
ing into Estremadura by the corps under 
General Latour Maubourg, stated to be 
five thousand men. His Excellency Ge- 
neral Blake, as soon as he learnt the ad- 
vance of Marshal Soult, in strict confor- 
mity to the plan proposed by your Lord- 
ship, proceeded to form his junction with 
the corps under my orders, and arrived at 
Valverde in person on the 14th instant, 
where, having consulted with his Excel- 
lency and General Castanos, it was de- 
termined to meet the enemy, and to give 
him battle:-—On finding the determination 
of the enemy to relieve Badajoz, I had 
broken up from before that place, and 
marched the infantry to the position in 
front of Valverde, except the division of 
the Honourable Major General G. L. Cole, 
which, with two thousand Spanish troops, 
I left to cover the removal of our stores.— 
The cavalry, which had, according to 
orders, fallen back asthe enemy advanced, 
was joined atSanta Martha by the cavalry 
of General Biake ; that of General Casta- 
nos under the Count de Penne Villamur 
had been always with it.—As remaining 
at Valverde, though a stronger position, 
left Badajoz entirely open, I determined 
to take up a position (such as could be got, 
in this widely open country) at this place ; 
thus standing directly between the enemy 
and Badajoz.—The army was therefore 
assembled here on the 15th instant. The 
corps of General Blake, though making a 
forced march to affect it, only joined in the 
night, and could not be placed in its posi- 
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tion till the morning of the 16th instant, } General Hamilton brought to the left of the 


when General Cole’s division, with the 
Spanish Brigade under Don Carlos d’Es- 
pagne, also joined, and a little before the 
commencement of the actiou.——Our caval- 
ry had been forced on the morning of the 
15th instant to retire from Santa Martha 
and joined here. In the afternoon of that 
day the enemy appeared in front of us. 
The next morning our disposition for re- 
ceiving the enemy was made, being formed 
in two lines, nearly parallel] to the river 
Albuera, on the ridge of the gradual ascent 


rising from that river, and covering the | 


reads to Badajoz and Vaiverde; though 
your Lordship 1s aware that the whole face 
of this country is every where passable for 
allarms. General Blake’s corps was on 
the right, in two Sines ; its left on the Val- 
verde road, joined the right of Major Ge- 
neral the Honourable William Stewart’s 
division, the left of which reached the Ba- 
dajoz road; where commenced the right 


of Major General Hamilton’s division, 


which closed the left of the line. Gene- 
ral Cole’s division, with one brigade of Ge- 
neral Hamilton’s formed the second line 
of the British and Portuguese army.—The 
enemy, on the morning of the 16th, did 
not long delay his attack ; at eight o’clock 
he was observed to be in movement, and 


his cavalry was seen passing the rivulet of 


Albuera, considerably abeve our right, 
and shortly after he marched out of the 
wood opposite to us, a strong force of ca- 
valry, and two heavy columns of infantry, 
pointing them to our front, as if to attack 
the yillage and bridge of Albuera; dur- 
ing this time, under cover of his vastly su- 
sy cavalry, he was filing the principal 

ody of his infantry over the river beyond 
our right, and it was not long before his 
intention appeared to be to turn us by that 
flank, and cut us off from Valverde. Ma- 
jor General Cole’s division was therefore 
ordered to form an oblique line to the rear 
of our right, with his own right thrown 
back, And the intention of the enemy to 
attack our right becoming evident, I re- 
grenet General Blake to form part of his 

rst line, and all his second, to that front, 
which was done.—The enemy commenced 
his attack at nine o’clock, not ceasing at 
the same time to menace our left; and 
after a strong and gallant resistance of the 
Spanish troops, he gained the heights upon 
which they had been formed: meanwhile 
the division of the Honourable Major Ge- 
neral William Stewart had been brought 
wp to support them ; and that of Major 





Spanish line, and formed in contivuoys 
close columns of battalions, to be moveable 
in any direction. The Portuguese brigade 
of cavalry, under Brigadier General Otway. 
remained at some distance on the left of 
this, to check any attempt of the enemy 
below the village.—As the heights the 
enemy had gamed, raked and entirely 
commanded our whole position, it became 
necessary to make every efiort to retake 
and maintain them; and a noble one was 
made by the division of General Stewart, 
headed by that gallantofficer. Nearly at 
the beginning of the enemy’s attack, a 
heavy storm of rain came on, which, with 
the smoke from the firing, rendered it im- 
possible to discern any thing distinctly.— 
This, with the nature of the ground, had 
been extremely favourable to the enemy 
in forming his columns, and in his subse- 
quent attack.—The right brigade of Gene- 
ral Stewart’s division, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Colborne, first came into action, 
and behaved in the most gallant manner, 
and finding that the enemy’s column could 
not be shaken by fire, proceeded to attack 
it with the bayonet; and, while in theact 
of charging, a body of Polish lancers 
(cavalry) which the thickness of the a 
mosphere and the nature of the ground 
had concealed, (and which was, besides 
mistaken by those of the brigade when 
discovered for Spanish cavalry, and there 
fore not fired upon,) turned it; and being 
thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear was 
unfortunately broken and suffered ia 
mensely. The 3ist regiment, being the 
left one of the brigade, alone escaped thi 
charge, and under the command o! Mayor 
L’Estrange kept its ground, until the af 
rival of the 3d brigade, under Major 
ral Hoghton. ‘Ihe conduct of this i 
gade was most conspicuously gallant, 4 
that of the 2d brigade, under the pa 
mand of the Honourable Lieutenant 
nel Abercrombie was not less 80. pn 
General Hoghton, cheering on his brig 
‘ youre 
to the charge, fell pierced by ' wi 
Though the enemy’s principal attac ade 3 
on this point of the right, he ° if out 
continual attempt upon that par bridge 
original front at the village ane 
which were defended in the m0 sles 
manner by Major-General es he Get 
and the light infantry brigade © 7 eve 
man Legion, whose conduct WA 0° ny; 
Point of view, conspicuously FS. 
point now formed our lett, whe Se brovgl! 


neral Hamilton’s division had 
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up there; and he was left to direct the de- 
fence of that point, whilst the enemy’s at- 
tack continued on our right, a considera- 
ble proportion of the Spanish troops sup- 
porting the defence of this place. The 
 enemy’s cavalry, on his infantry attempt- 
' ing to force our right, had endeavoured to 
turn it; but by the able manceuvres of 
: Major-General the Honourable William 
_ Lumley, commanding the allied cavalry, 
3 though vastly inferior to that of the enemy 
> in number, his endeavours were foiled. 
' Major-General Cole, seeing the attack of 
the enemy, very judiciously bringing up 
' his left a little, ‘marched in line to attack 
» the enemy’s left, and arrived most oppor- 
© tunely to contribute, with the charges of 
| the brigades of General Stewart’s division, 
_ to force the enemy to abandon his situa- 
_tion, and retire precipitately, and to take 
refuge under his reserve ; here the Fuzileer 
brigade particularly distinguishe: d itself, 
He was pursued by the Allies to a consi- 
derable distance, and as faras I thought it 
prudent with his immense superiority of 
cavalry; and I contented myself with see- 
ing him driven across the Albuera.—TI have 
every reason to speak favourably of the 
manner in which our artillery Was served, 
and fought; and Major Hartman, com- 
manding the British, and Major Dickson, 
commanding the Portuguese, and the offi- 
cers and men, are entitled to my thanks, 
The four guns of the horse artillery, com- 
manded by Captain Lefebure, did great 
execution on the enemy’s cavalry, and one 
brigade of Spanish artillery (the only one 
in the field) I saw equally gallantly and 
Well served. We lost, in the misfortune 
which occurred to the brigade commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Colborne (whom 
General Stewatt reports to have acted and | 
was then acting in a most noble manner, 
leading on the brigade | in.admirable order) 
one howitzer, which the enemy, before 
the arrival of the gallant General Hogh- 
ton’s brigade, had time to earry off, with 
two hundred or three hundred prisoners of 
that brigade. 
from this, his principal attack, he sti!l con- 
tinued that near the village, on which he 
never could make any impression or cfoss 
the rivulet, though I had been obliged to 
bring 'a very great proportion of the troops 
from it, to support the principal point of 
attack; but the enemy, seeing his main 
attack | ‘defeated, relaxed in his attempt 
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After he had been beaten | 
| is also entitled to every praise; and I have 





there ‘also.’ The Portuguese ato of 
Major-General Hamilton, in eve ainge 
€vinced the atmost steadiness a 
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and manceuvred equally well with the 
British.— Brigadier-General Harvey’s Por- 
tuguese briyade, belonging to Genera!Cole’s 
division, had an opportunity of distinguish- 
ing itself when marching in line across the 
plain, by repulsing with the utmost stea- 
diness a charge of the enemy’s pena — 
It is impossible to enumerate every i 
stance of discipline and valour shewn oh 
this severely contested day. But never 
were troops that more valiantly or more 
gloriously maintained the honour of their 
respective countries. I have not been 
able to particularize the Spanish divisions, 
brigades, or regiments, that were~particu- 
larly engaged, because I am not acquaint- 
ed with their denominations or names . 
but Ihave great pleasure in saying that 
their behaviour was most gallant and ho- 
nourable; and though from the superior 
number and weight of the enemy’s force, 
that part of them that were in the position 
attacked were obliged to cede the ground, 
it was after a gallant resistance, and they 
continued in good order to support their 
Sllies; and I doubt not, his Excellency 
General Blake will do ample justice on this 
head, by making honourable mention of 
the deserving. —The battle commenced at 
nine o’clock, and continued without inter- 
ruption till two in the afternoon, when the 
enemy having been driven over the Al- 
buera, for the remainder of the day there 
was but cannonading and skirmishing.— 
It is impossible by any description to do 


justice to the distinguished gallantry of 


the troops, but every individual most no- 
bly did his duty, and which will be well 
proved by the great loss we have suffered, 
though repulsing the enemy; and it was 
observed, that our dead, particularly the 
57th regiment, were lying, as they had 
fought, in ranks, and every wound was in 
the front.—The Honourable Major-Ge- 
neral William Stewart most particularly 
distinguished himself, and condaced much 
to the honour of the day ; he received two 
contusions, but would not quit the field. 
Major General the Honourable G. L. Cote 


to regret being deprived for some time of 
his services, by the wound he has receiv- 
ed. The Honourable Lievtenont- Colonel 
Abercrombie, commanding the 2d bri- 
gade, 2d division, and Major L’Estrange, 

3 lst regiment, deserve to be particularly 
mentioned ; and nothing could exceed ttre 
conduct and gallantry of Colonel Inglis, at 
the head of his ‘regiment. To the Ho- 
hourable Major-General William Lumley, 
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for the very able manner in which he op- 
posed the numerous cavalry of the enemy, 
and foiled him in his object, I am parti- 
cularly indebted. ‘To Major General Ha- 


milton, who commanded on the left, 
during the severe attack upon our right, I 
also much indebted ; and the Portuguese 
brigade of Brigadier-Gencrals Fonseca and 
Archibald Campbell, deserve to be men- 
tioned. ‘To Major-General Alten, and to 
the excellent Brigade under his orders, I 
have much praise to give ; and it is with 
great pleasure I assure your Lordship that 
the good and gallant conduct of every 
corps, and of every person, was in pro- 
portion to the opportunity that offered for 
distinguishing themselves. J know not an 
individual who did not do his duty. Ihave, 
I fear, to regret the loss to the service of 
Colonel Collings commanding a Portu- 
guese Brigade, his leg having been carried 
off by a cannon shot. He is an officer of 
great merit; and I deeply lament the 
death of Major-General Hoghton and of 
those two promising officers Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir Wm. Myers and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Duckworth,—It is most pleasing 
to me to inform your Lordship, not only 
of the steady and gallant conduct of our 
allies, the Spanish troops, under his Ex- 
cellency General Blake, but also to assure 
you that the most perfect harmony has 
subsisted between us, and that General 
Blake not only conformed in all things to 
the general line proposed by your Lord- 
ship, but in the details and in whatever I 
suggested to his Excellency, I received 
the most immediate and cordial assent and 
co-operation; and nothing was omitted on 
his part, to ensure the success of our united 
efforts ; and during the battle, he most es- 
sentially, by his experience, knowledge, 
and zeal, contributed to its fortunate re- 
sult.—His Excellency the Captain General 
Castanos who had united the few troops he 
had in a state to be brought into the field, 
to those of General Blake, and placed 
them under his orders, assisted in person 


in the field ; and not only on this, but on 
all occasions, I am much indebted to Ge- 
neral Castanos, who is ever beforehand in 
giving whatever can be beneficial to the 
success of the common cause.—Though I 
unfortunately cannot ee out the corps 


or many of the individuals of the Spanish 
troops that distinguished themselves, yet I 
will not omit to mention the names of Ge- 
neral Vallesteros, whose gallaniry was 
most conspicuous, as of the corps he had 
under his commands and the same of Ge- 
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tempt any thing against him in the plains 
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nerals Zayas and of Don Carlos D’Es. 
pagne. The Spanish cavalry have be. 
haved extremely well, and the Count de 
Penne Villamur is particularly deserving 
to be mentioned.—I annex the return of 
our loss in .this hard contested day: jt js 
very severe, and in addition to it js the 
loss of the troops under his Excellency 
General Blake, who are killed, missing, 
and wounded, but of which I have not the 
return. ‘The loss of the enemy, though [ 
cannot know what it is, must be still more 
severe. He has left on the field of battle 
about two thousand dead, and we have 
taken from nine hundred to one thou 
sand prisoners. 
killed and wounded ; of the former Ge- 
nerals of division Werle and Pefim; and 
Gazan and two others amongst tlie latter, 
—His force was much more considerable 
than we had been informed of, as I do not 
think he displayed less than from twenty 
to twenty-two thousand infantry, and he 
certainly had four thousand cavalry with 
a numerous and heavy artillery. [is over- 
bearing cavalry cramped and confined all 
our operations, and with his artillery saved 
his infantry, after its rout. He retired 
after the battle to the ground he had been 
previously on, but occupying it in posi 
tion ; and on this morning, or rather during 
the night, commenced his retreat on the 
road he came, towards Seville, and bas 
abandoned Badajoz to its fate. He leita 
number of his wounded on the ground he 
had retired to, and to which we are ad: 
ministering what assistance we Call. I have 
sent our cavalry to follow the enemy, but 
in that arm he is too powerful for vs rl 














. . ry 1a 5) e 
he is traversing.—Thus we have reap 


the advantage we proposed from our ops 
position to the attempts of the ree 
and whilst he has been forced to abandel 
the object for which be has almost supp 
Andalusia of troops, instead of having # 
complished the haughty boasts with W 7 
Marshal Soult barangued his sgn . 
leaving’ Seville, he returns there Ww! ad 
curtailed army, and what perhaps at 
be still more hurtful to him, pee 
nished reputation.—In enpmeraling. es 
services received from the oneal a 
own Staff, I must particulariy C@ sae 
Lordship’s attention to those of a eoet 

General d’Urban, Quarter: Master h 1 calle 
to the Portuguese army ; and “ee ap 
not sufficiently praise, though felt the 
preciate. On al! orcasions I have ‘ ad 
benefits of his talema and service ™ 


He has had five generals _ 
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' more particularly on this, where they very 
> essentially contributed to the success of 
' the day; and I cannot here omit the name 
> of Lieutenant-Colonel Hardinge, Deputy 
> Quarter-Master-General to the Portuguese 
) troops, whose talent and exertions deserve 
' my thanks. To Brigadier-General Mo- 
' zinho Adjutant-General of the Portuguese 
"army, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Rooke, 
_ Assistant- Adjutant-General to the united 
British and Portuguese force, and to Bri- 
| gedier-General Lemos, and to the Officers 
' of my own personal Stat, I am indebted 
© for their assistance.—To the services of 
» Lieutenant-Colonel Arbuthnot (Major in 
© his Majesty’s service), 1 am also much 
' indebted, and he is the bearer of this to 
) your Lordship, and is fully enabled to give 
» you any further information you may de- 
F sire, and is most deserving of any favour 
» your Lordship may be pleased to recom-_ 
» mend him for, to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Régent.—I have, &c. 
(Signed) W.C. Beresronp, 
Marshal and Lieut. Gen. 
P.S. Major-General Hamilton’s Divi- 
‘sion, and Brigadier-General Maddeu’s Bri- 
igade of Portuguese cavalry march to- 
"morrow morning to re-invest Badajoz on 
the South Side of the Guadiana. 






W.C. B. 
No. I. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing of the 
Corps of the Army under the Command of 
Lieutenant-General Lord Viscount Wel- 
lington, K. B. under the immediate Orders 
of Marshal Sir W. Carr Beresford, K. B. 
tn an Attack of the Enemy’s Post before 
Badajoz, on the 8th May, 1811. 


3d Batt. 27th Foot—5 rank and file 
vounded. 

97th Foot—6 rank and file wounded. 
Total British Loss—11 rank and file 
rounded. 

Portuguese Loss—1 rank and file killed ; 
Ensign, 18 rank and file wounded. 
' General Total—1 rank and file killed ; 
Ensign, 29 rank and file wounded. 


Name of Officer wounded. 


17th Portuguese Regiment — Ensign 
uiz Valoza. 
(Signed) Cuarces Stewart, 
Major-Gen, and Adj.-Gen. 


No. II. 


rn of killed, wounded, and missing of the 
Corps of the Aimy under the Command of 

















lington, K. B. under the immediate Orders 





1.—- Official Papers, {1488 


of Marshal Sir W. Carr Beresford, K. B. 
in the Repulse of a Sortie from Badajoz, 
on the Morning of the 10th May, 1811. 


Royal Engineers—1 Lieutenant wound- 
ed. 

3d Batt. 27th Foot—1 Captain, 8 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Major, 1 Captain, 1 
Lieutenant, 2 Ensigns, 1 Serjeant, 102 
rank and file, wounded. , 

Ist Batt. 40th Foot—1 Serjeant, 11 rank 
and file killed; 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 
Major, 5 Lieutenants, 5 Serjeants, 3 drum- 
mers, 180 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Batt. 48th Foot—1 rank and file 
killed. 

5th Batt. 60th Foot—1 rank and file, 
killed; 1 Captain, 7 rank and file wounded. 

97th Foot—1 Serjeant, 8 rank and file 
killed; 3 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 3 Ser- 
jeants, 58 rank and file, wounded. 

Total British Loss—|] Captain, 2 Ser- 
jeants, 29 rank and file, killed; 1 Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 2 Captains, 10 
Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 9 Serjeants, $ 
drummers, 347 rank and file wounded. 

Portuguese Loss—1! Colonel, 2 Captains, 
1 drummer, 34 rank and file, wounded ; 
12 rank and file missing. 

General Loss—1 Captain, 2 Serjeants, 
29 rank and file, killed; 1 Colonel, 1 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 4 Captains, 
10 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 9 Serjeants, 4 
drummers, 381 rank and file wounded ; 
12 rank and file missing. 

(Signed) CuarLes Stewart, 
Major-Gen. and Adj.-Gen. 


Names of the Officers killed, wounded, and 
missing, on the LOth May, 1811. 


Killed. 
3d Batt. 27th Foot—Captain Smith. 


Wounded. 


Royal Engineers — Lieutenant Reid, 
slightly, 

3d Batt. 27th Foot—Major Birmingham, 
(since dead); Captain Pring, severely ; 
Lieutenant Levinge, Ensigns M‘Coard and 
Hanley. 

Ist Batt. 40th Foot—Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harcourt, slightly ; Major Thornton, do.; 
Lieutenant Street, slightly; Lieutenant 
Thoreau ; Lieutenant Straw benzie, severe- 
ly; Lieutenants Kelly and Brown. 

5th Batt. GOth Foot—Captain Prevost, 
severely. 

97th Foot —Lieut. Coppinger, severe- 
ly ; Lieutenant Daunt, slightiy; Lieute- 
nant Kettlewell, Ensign Dowman, lost an 
arm; Ensign Downing, severely. 





Lieutenant General Lord Viscount Wel- 
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Portuguese wounded. 


17th Regiment—Colonel Turner severe- 
ly ; Captains Buquet and Maxwell. 


No. III. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the 
Corps of the Army under the Command of 
Lieutenant-General Lord Viscount Wel- 
lington, K. B. under the immediate Orders 
of Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K. B. 
én the Trenches and Batteries before Bada- 
joz, between the 8th and 15th of May, 
IS11, enclustve. 


~ Royal Engineers—1 Captain, 1 Lieute- 
nant, killed ; 2 Captains wounded. 

3d Batt. 27th Foot—1 Serjeant, 4 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Lieutent-Colonel, 2 
Lieutenants, § Serjeants, 1 drummer, -52 
rank and file, wounded. 

2d Batt. 34th Foot—1I rank and file 
wounded. 

Ist Batt. 40th Foot—10 rank and file 
killed ; 2 Captains, 1 Lieutenant, 18 rank 
and file, wounded. 

5th Batt. 6Oth Foot—1 rank and file 
wounded. 

97th Foot 7 rank and file killed, 19 
rank and file wounded. 

2d Light. Battalion, King’s German 
Legion—! rank and file wounded. 

Total British Loss—1 Captain, 1 Lieu- 
tenant, 1 Serjeant, 21 rank and file killed; 
1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 4 Captains, 3 Lieu- 
tenants, 8 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 92 rank 
and file, wounded. 

Portuguese Loss—1 Lieutenant, | En- 
sign, 2 Serjeants, 40 rank and file killed ; 
1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 4 Serjeants, | 
Drummer, 88 rank and file wounded ; 1 
Lieutenant, 22 rank and file missing. 

General Loss—1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 
1 Ensign, 3 Sevjeants, 61 rank and file 
killed; 1 Lieutewant-Colonel, 4 Captains, 
4 Lieutenants, | Ensign, 12 Serjeants, 2 
Drummers, 180 rank and fite wounded ; 
1 Lieutenant, 22 rank and file missing. 

(Signed) CuHarLes STEWART, 
Major-Gen. and Adj. Gen. 


Names of Officers killed, wounded, and missing 
of the Army ‘between the 8th and 15th 
May, inclusive. 


Killed. ‘ 
. Royal Engineers — Captain Dickinson, 
Lieutenant Melville. 
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Wounded. 


Royal En gineers—Captain Ross, Captain 
Boteler, severely. 

3d Batt. 27th Foot—Lieutenant-Colone} 
M‘Lean ; Lieutenants Gordon and Dobbins 
slightly. 

ist Batt. 40th Foot—Captains Hesland 
and Wood, Lieutenant Patler. 


Portuguese killed. 


17th Regiment—Ensign Raymond de 
Viagas. 

Ist Batt, L. L. Leg.—Lieut. Cesar de 
Fontes. 


Wounded. 


17th Regiment —Lieut. John Iniceps, 
Ensign Joao Anselmo. 


Missing. 
Ist Batt. L. L. Leg.—Lieut. Joaquim de 


Pinto. (Signed) Caanzes Stewart, 
Major-Gen. and Adj. Gen, 


No. IV. 

Reiurn of killed, wounded, and missing of the 
Corps of the Army under Command of 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. 
under the immediate Orders of Marshal 
Sir William Carr Beresford, K. B. the 
Battle with the French Army commanded 
by Marshal Soult, at Albuera, on the \6th 
May, 1811. 


General Staff—1 killed, 7 wounded. 

Royal British Artillery —3 rank and file 
9 horses killed; 1 Captain, 10 rank and 
file, 10 horses, wounded ; 1 rank and file 
1 horse missing. 

Royal Germany Artillery—24 horsts 
killed; 1 Lieutenant, 16 rank and Ws 
wounded ; 1 Lieutenant, 1 Trumpeter, 2) 
rank and file, 10 horses missing. 

3d Dragoon. Guards—! Lieutenan' § 
rank and file, 9 horses, killed ; 9 rank al 
file, 6 horses, wounded; 1 rank and file, 
4 horses, missing. 

4th’ Dragoons—! Serjeant, 2 
file, 11 horses, kijled; 1 Captain, 
tenant, | Serjeant, 1 Trumpeter, '9 
and file, 10 horses wounded; 2 Captai 
2 rank and file, 2 horses, missiNg- ied; ! 

13th Light Dragoons—1 horsé killec ; 
rank and file wounded. 

(To be-continucd.) 
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